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EDRS PRICE MF01/PCll Plus Postage.

DESCRIPTORS At Risk Persons; Child Abuse; Child Health; Child Neglect;

Child Support; Child Welfare; *Children; *Counties; Day
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ABSTRACT

This Kids Count report examines statewide trends in the
well-being of Illinois' children, focusing on the impact of communities on
children. The statistical portrait is based on 14 indicators of well-being:
(1) uninsured children; (2) infant mortality; (3) low birth weight; (4)
violent death and injury; (5) early childhood education; (6) high school
dropout rates; (7) family income; (8) families receiving welfare assistance;
(9) child support enforcement; (10) tax policy; (11) new families at risk;

.(12) teen pregnancy; (13) child abuse and neglect; and (14) children in

foster and substitute care. The report outlines an action agenda that
involves improving health care, encouraging learning beginning at birth,
promoting economic security, strengthening vulnerable families, and
collaborating toward a vision for children. The report also describes the
Project on Human Development in Chicago Neighborhoods and highlights several
other community programs addressing areas of concern. The bulk of the
document is comprised of data tables delineating countywide data on the
indicators. Findings indicate that in 10 areas of child well-being, Illinois
ranks thirty-fourth among the states, an improvement over the 1998 ranking of
38. Illinois has a high percentage of children lacking health insurance, the
second highest rate of high school dropouts in the Midwest, and the eleventh
highest median income among the states. Fifteen percent of Illinois children
are in a "high risk" category--the highest rate in the Midwest, though still
lower than California or New York. (HTH)
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from the original document.
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County

1997 Child Population: 2,968
(0.09% of Illinois children)

Children

in Poverty

{actual number

in parentheses)
Federal poverty level

for a family of four,
1996: $15,911

County self-sufficiency
level for a family of

four, 1996: $27,732
44.0%

1989 (1,400)

1995 (1,337)

Licensed Child Care Providers (1999)

Centers: u_
Accept subsidy: 1 _

Accredited: 0 _

Homes: 9 —
Accept subsidy: w—

Accredited: 0 _

Child
Deaths/10,000

Number of
gun-related
deaths,
1994-97: 0

kids
count]

42

T 1993.97

CHILD HEALTH AND WELL-BEING

Infant Mortality, 1993.97

Live births Infant deaths Deaths/1,000
729 8 *(8.9)
Low Birth Weight, 1993.97
Babies with low birth weight Rate/1,000

84 11.5(8.0)'

Child Health Insurance, 1999

Children enrolled in KidCare Children enrolled in Medicaid
20 1,325

% change since 1988-92
*(-17.6%)"

% change since 1988-92
34.9% (3.9%)"

Est. number of uninsured chitdren, 1990
360

ECONOMIC SECURITY

Families and Children on TANF, June 1996 to June 1999
Grantees, 1996 Children, 1996 Grantees, 1999
420 1,115 182
Child Support, 1998

Child support cases % of child support collected
1,609 NA (52%)

Children, 1999 % change in grantees, 1996-99
612 -56.7% (-51.7%)t

EDUCATION AND CHILD CARE

Head Start and Pre-K Enroliment, FY98
Children in Head Start Children in Pre-K
145 138
High School Dropouts, 1997-98

High school dropouts Dropout rate
28 6.7% (7.0%)"

% of 3- to 5-year-olds in HS or Pre-K
63.5% (14.1%)t

% change since 1993-94
48.3% (-4.8%)"

VULNERABLE FAMILIES

New Families at Risk (NFAR), 1992 to 1997
Children born to NFAR, 1992 All 1st births, 1997
25 39 11
Child Abuse and Neglect, 1997 to 1998
Cases, 1997 Rate/1,000, 1997 Cases, 1998
50 16.6 (10.7)t 66

Children in Foster/Substitute Care, 1997 to 1999

Children born to NFAR, 1997

Rate per/1,000, 1998

Percent, 1997 % change 1992 to 1997
28.2% (14.7%)" -26.7% (4.3%)"

% change from 1997 to 1998

22.2(9.7)" 33.5% (-9.1%)

Children in substitute care, 1997 Rate/1,000, 1997 Children in substitute care, 1999 Rate/1,000, 1999 % change from 1997 to 1999

24 8.0 (15.5)' 27

NA = Not Available
* Data were insufficient to calculate a rate

9.1 (12.5)" 13.8% (-19.1%)'

* Numbers in parentheses are comparable rates or percentages for the entire state.

inois Kids Count 1999-2000
www.voicesdkids.org
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